


There's nothing lightweight about the south's
innovation economy. It's arguably the most

vibrant in the UK, with players covering all sectors,
helping Go create the perfect environment for new
innovations to become world-leading businesses.
There are many organisations, individuals and groups
in this game sharing the fact they are underpinned
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Building a Better Bournemouth



John Wheal - Founder of Group Hub

The Venturefest Network, supported by
Innovate UK and the Knowledge Transfer
Network, is well established and expanding.
Venturefest South (VFS) is about strengthening
connectiviby bebween innovators, investors
and entrepreneurs and giving a real focus to
accelerate the translation of business ideas
into increased economic growth.

About five years ago, our region’'s universities
started the journey to malke VFS a reality. It's
been a challenging journey, given government
cub-backs. VFS was made a reality by our ‘angel
investors'including University of Southampton,
University of Porcsmouth, Southampton Solent
University, Enterprise M3 LEP, Solent LEP,
Carswell Gould, Oxford Innovation, Dorset Growth
Hub, Bournemouth City Council, Portsmouth City
Council and Southampton City Council.

They each helped put seed funding in the bank
and thus became our first VFS Partners, helping
drive what we do each year. As partners, they
invest because, whatever their individual
agenda, a dynamic, engaged, prosperous and
innovation rich region benefits us all.

VFS exists 6o connect our region’s innovative and
creative business community and individuals
with entrepreneurs and investors. The southern
economy has many focuses, business support
programmes and networks, but nothing that
showcases and promotes it collectively.

We recognise we are not the only ones working
in Ghis space. This is why we have remodelled
Ghis year o ensure we act as a force for good for
anvone interested ininnovation. We underpin
Ghe great work of individuals, organisations
and groups that are supporting the innovation
economy. We offer a platform to promote whabt
they are doing, support their success and give
them a home in which to collaborate, share
ideas and events and promote their activities.

Our purpose is 6o showcase and support

Ghe innovation economy across the south.
What we do is the key to driving long-term
economic value for our region. It's a massive
cross sector nebworlk full of incredible people,
ideas and opportunities, which is why we are
growing every year and attracting more and
more interest.



Partnership, sponsorship and exhibition
packages are available, which offer
organisations the opportunity to engage
with the nebwork and become part of the
Venturefest family. It's a great way to
showcase your brand, people, products and
services and the perfect place to connect,
share ideas, meet entrepreneurs and develop
new opportunities.

« Anewunique, biggervenue in the heart of Ghe region
e 700 +delegates (Ghe last Gwo years we saw 500+)

« 100 +innovators showcasing their new ideas

« Enhanced networking opportunities

* Wider participation foryoung entrepreneurs

» Expanded PITCHFEST events for investors

» Broader Gopicsrange in the Knowledge Zone

* And, of course, totally awesome ideas as standard!

HOW WILL
YOU ENGAGE?



1000+
500
£35M+
105
1000+
136,600
462,073

ATTENDEES TO OUR TWO KEY SHOWCASE EVENTS

James Crook Managing Director - Forty1 Kitesurfing
PEOPLE ATTENDED 20 RUMBLE EVENTS HELD OVER THE 12 MONTHS

FUNDING ASIKKC AT PITCHFEST IN 2017 AND 2018

VIDEOS SHARED ON ‘'VSFVT' PLUS ACTIVE AND ENGAGED SOCIAL MEDIA

NETWORK MEMBERS ON OUR PRIORITY DATABASE

TWITTER REACH DURING VFS18 SHOWCASE DAY

TOTAL PR REACH FOR THE VFS18 SHOWCASE, NOT INCLUDING
COUNTLESS PARTNER, INNOVATOR AND SPONSOR RELEASES

James Kitching, Solicitor, Coffin Mew

91.67% Aim to be involved again next year 92.72% Rated the innovators & exhibitors excellent
83.33% Rated experience good or excellent 85.45% Rated overall experience good or excellent
91.67% Made useful connections 96.37% Intend to attend again next year

83.34% Rated the venue good or excellent 85.45% Intend to follow up with contacts



ENGAGE

LetG's explore the variety of opporGunities Go engage with VFS

VFS ENGAGE
venturefestsouth.co.uk

@venturefestSO



THE OPPORTUNITY

\ F2 BN At MORE?
venlurefesiuutth (aovane ! The Museums Haclk Day South East
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Menturefest South - Pitchfest 2018 - Investment Readiness Workshop.



https://www.solent.ac.uk/news/life-at-solent/2017/museums-hack-day
https://www.enterprisem3.org.uk/events/venturefest-south-pitchfest-2018-investment-readiness-workshop

THE OPPORTUNITY

MORE?

VESTV our own video channel |
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http://vfstv.venturefestsouth.co.uk

This event is a great opportunity 6o see what's
going onin the local community and meet with
investors. Following on from my pitch, | was
approached by two potential investors.
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THE OPPORTUNITY

MORE?

lasb years innovator's here]


https://venturefestsouth.co.uk/zones/innovation-zone

VFS is the perfect opportunity to showcase
yourself Go businesses, investors and advisors.

| signed up 6o the Open Mic sessions last minute
and was thrilled Go win. I've never been to VFS
before but will definiGely reGurn next year.
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THE OPPORTUNITY
MORE?
kaid about the event here.]

pitches on VESTV here]

Open Mic was a great opportunity Go present
my business and get immediate constructive
feedback from the panel and audience. | left
VFS18 with plenty of useful contacts and
opportunities to follow up.


https://carswellgould.co.uk/case-studies/south%E2%80%99s-innovators-triumph-over-%E2%80%98beast-east%E2%80%99
https://vfstv.venturefestsouth.co.uk/

|G was great 6o nebwork with oGher start-ups,
advisors and investors, and I've even received an
offer of investment from a contact as a result.

THE OPPORTUNITY

MORE?
I |

FutGureWorlds weshite]

Chris Allington, Chair of Venturefest South Group,
presented the Best Young Innovator' 2018 to

Connell McLaughlin, Founder of Route Reports,
\ F2 ENS A0

a hazard detection system designed for buses
and trains, 6o prevent vehicle damage and
passengerinjuries.

venlurefzsiuuitth (aovr e |
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https://futureworlds.com/blog-venturefest-south-2018/
https://futureworlds.com/blog-venturefest-south-2018/

THE OPPORTUNITY

MORE?

0

[Grant Thornton Knowledge Zone of VFSTV]
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https://vfstv.venturefestsouth.co.uk/subcollection/9542/presentations-from-the-grant-thornton-knowledge-zone
https://vfstv.venturefestsouth.co.uk/subcollection/9542/presentations-from-the-grant-thornton-knowledge-zone

THE OPPORTUNITY
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THE OPPORTUNITY
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OPPORTUNITY

VFS ENGAGE

venturefestsouth.co.uk

@venturefestSO




LET'S TALK
OPPORTUNITY

We invite you to discuss any of
the following opportunities with
our Geam, simply email us on

engage@venturefestsouth.co.uk

“We're Ghrilled 6o be involved
with Venturefest South.

IGs ambitGions Go boost Ghe
region’'s innovation credentials
and help the next generation of
Gechnology be discovered and
developed here is very exciting.
Grant Thornton definitely wants
Go be a part of thabt.”

John Wheal - Founder of Group Hub

VFS ENGAGE

venturefestsouth.co.uk

@venturefestSO

BECOME THE OFFICIAL
VFS PROGRAMME PARTNER
FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS

SPEAKER SLOTS,
OPPORTUNITIES
TO PRESENT

SPONSOR THE MAIN
EVENT, THREE LEVELS
AVAILABLE TO HEADLINE,
ZONE AND OUTDOOR

EXHIBITION STANDS AND
SPACE FOR BUSINESSES

INFLUENCER, MARKETING
AND CONTENT PARTNERSHIPS

SUPPORT OUR PROGRAMME
OF RUMBLE EVENTS

CURATE YOUROWN
EXPERIENCE ROOMS
AND THEMES WITHIN
OUR MAJOR EVENTS

HOST DRINK AND NETWORKING
EVENTS FOR OUR NETWORK

PRODUCT SAMPLING
AND DEMONSTRATIONS

THIRD PARTY ENDORSEMENT
OF YOUR BUSINESSES,
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

RUN NETWORKING,
BOARD MEETING AND
ROUND TABLE DEBATES



