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ZONE 1

Here, you’ll discover creative businesses driving 
growth and innovation. From gaming and 

architecture to fashion and digital design, all  
fuelling a vibrant, fast-growing ecosystem.
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ZONE 1

Home to the National Biofilms Innovation Centre, 
this zone showcases cutting-edge advances in 

biofilm science, medtech, and life sciences driving 
health innovation and commercial impact.
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ZONE 1

Here, you’ll encounter maritime and ocean  
science experts, exhibitors, and innovators 

showcasing the latest advancements in  
marine technology and research.
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ZONE 2

Powered by

10:15 – 11:00 
Navigating the Blue Economy - Innovation,  
Opportunity & Impact 

11:15 – 12:00
The Science of Tomorrow – �Innovations to  
Enhance Life

14:00 – 14:45
From Microbes to Market: Translating � 
BioInnovation into Impact

15:00 – 15:45
Building a Resilient World through Technology  
& Innovation

12:30 – 13:15
Growing The South’s Creative Edge
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ZONE 2

A spotlight on standout startups and scaleups  
that defy categories. Breakthrough businesses 
driving innovation across diverse sectors and 

deserving your attention.
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ZONE 3

10:15 – 11:00
Talk: Startup Investor Horror Stories

14:30 – 15:00
Love Your Place 

15:30 – 16:00
Workshop: Growing our Region’s Creative  
Businesses

12:30 – 13:00
Driving growth through high potential  
innovation clusters

13:30 – 14:00
Workshop: Go to Market Strategies and Robust 
Commercialisation Plans

11:30 – 12:00
The Snowball Effect: Generate leads without 
spending a dime on ads

Powered by
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ZONE 4

Discover the South’s growing cluster of security, 
resilience, and aerospace innovators, showcasing 
cutting-edge tech and solutions that are shaping 

the future of defence and space.
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ZONE 4

The Investment Hub is where you can discover  
the region’s investment ecosystem.

Powered by

10:15 – 11:15
Talk:  Investment, Funding & Opportunities 

13:30 – 14:15
Talk: Bridging the Gap: How ICURe connects  
Investors �and University Innovation
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ZONE 4

Step up, speak out, and impress the crowd. Open 
Mic is Venturefest South’s fast-paced, high-energy 
pitching competition where bold innovators have 

just three minutes to make their mark. 

11:45 – 12:45
Open Mic Pitch Contest Session 1

14:45 – 15:45
Open Mic Pitch Contest Session 2

Powered by
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ZONE 5

This is the space for roundtable discussions, 
investor conversations, and hospitality boxes — 

designed to spark meaningful dialogue and  
drive growth-focused collaboration.

Powered by

Meeting
of Minds
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ZONE 5

Meeting
of Minds

Box 3 & 4  

10:30 – 11:30
Open Roundtable: �Hampshire Growth � 
Partnership Skills Connect

14:00 – 16:00
IRIS Investment Event   
(Invite only Roundtable: Register� to attend) 

12:00 – 13:00
Open Roundtable:  �Blue Economy & Marine 

Powered by



14#VFS25 Back to the menu

ZONE 5

Box 5

10:30 – 11:30
Open Roundtable: Connecting Capital and 
Creative Businesses �in the South

13:00 - 14:00
Private Roundtable: Health and �Care  
Innovations Impacting Lives (Invitation only) 

15:00 - 16:00
Biofilms Roundtable

Meeting
of Minds

Powered by
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Don’t miss The #VFS25 
Awards - head to  

Zone 1 at 4PM
Afterwards, join us for a drink  

to celebrate a brilliant day  
of innovation!

Grab a free ticket for next year

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vfs26-festival-of-innovation-tickets-1961904171189?aff=oddtdtcreator
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34 Arts University Bournemouth
35 Innovate UK ICURe
36 Blake Morgan
37 Incuhive
38 Southampton Science Park
39 University of Winchester
40 Barclays Eagle Labs
41  Bournemouth University
42 Openshaw & Co
43 Hampshire Growth Hub
44 University of Southampton
45 Carswell Gould
46 Studio of New
47 The Brick People
48 Make Work Play
49 Millstream Productions
50 Rodd 
51 Techthread
52 Salo Creative
53 Margo
54 Geochip 
55 Southern Creative Catalyst
56 Gallop Costume Studio

57 Zeta Games
58 Ace High Sports
59 National Biofilms Innovation Centre
60 Sooba Medical
61 BRIL - Biofilm Research �Innovation Labs
62 BrooksKebbey Limited 
63 Athos Medical Technology 
64 Tec-Safe
65 Renovos
66 MiDx
67 Robin Media Creative
68 Ship Manager AI
69 Stehr Consultancy 
70 Fetch Energy
71 De Courcy Alexander Ltd
72 Crafter Explorer Technology Limited
73 ecoSUB Robotics
74 South Hampshire College Group
75 NOC Innovations Hub
76 Vibrant Content
77 Mr Dot
78 Astratus Limited 
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24 Letwise
25 I Love Local 
26 Hampshire Skills & Employment
27 Women of Purpose CIC
28 Untangl-d
29 Solar Dynamics
30 Supervate

L I F T

B A R

O U T S T A N D I N G
I N N O V A T O R S

I N N O V A T I O N
T A L K S  S T A G E

T H E
C R E A T I V E

C U P

33

79

32

31302928

27

26

25 24

80

81

ZONE 2

ZONE 2 (UPSTAIRS)

W1 Tech+Tour 
W2 Boaty McBoatface
W3 Air Ambulance Simulator
W4 Scrace Architects
W5 SHCG USV
W6 Elecy
W7 Hamble Life Boat
W8 Griffon Marine
W9 Police Tech Vehicle

Don’t forget to 
check out even 
more exhibits 
outside the  
front entrance!

31 Securium Limited 
32 myprintpod
33 S-IMSY Ltd
79 Danger Danger
80 Stimugum 
81 AutiPocket Limited
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NEW ENTREPRENEURS ZONE

1 Fixit Medical
2 Phosphorix Ltd
3 Southpoint Films
4 NexGen Carbon Zero 
5 D Risk It Limited 
6 Airlytics
7 British Business Bank 
8 FSE Group 
9 Innovate UK 
10 Fareport
11 Brainalyze
12 VMP Operations
13 EOS Space Technologies
14 Windracers
15 NKT Photonics
16 TISICS
17 Nova Systems
18 GW Martin
19 Metamaterial-based Infrared Optics
20 Cyber Innovations
21 Code 9 Security
22 Denix Studio
23 Nova App

M E E T I N G
O F  M I N D S

O P E N  M I C

ZONE 4
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We really value 
your feedback 

Click the button below to give us 
your feedback from today so we 
can make #VFS26 even better!

Tell us what you think

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=pNym0xI3U0mfwFqMkygPCW0UapPL9N1LspmhL-PbOA9UODlFNzFMOFZLVzlTQTVFMUFSSFpGOUtJMi4u&route=shorturl
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#VFS25 HAS BEEN MADE  
POSSIBLE THANKS TO...


